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In September 2013, the United Nations General Assembly will hold a High-level meeting on Disability and Development to raise awareness 
about the work of the UN in ensuring the equality and inclusion of persons with disabilities in all aspects of society and development. A social 
media campaign “Break Barriers – Open Doors” will highlight how persons with disabilities can have a positive impact in their respective 
communities.

On 20 September 2013, the United Nations Postal Administration will issue six stamps on the theme “Break Barriers – Open Doors”. For this 
stamp issue, UNPA selected artists from around the world with incredible stories that highlight the positive power of full and equal participation 
of peoples with disabilities.

Item No. 301.3974 Item No. 301.3975 Item No. 501.3976

BREAK BARRIERS   OPEN DOORS

Date of issue:  	 20 September 2013 

Designer:	 Rorie Katz (United Nations) 

Denominations:	 46¢, $1.10, F.s. 1,40, F.s.1,90, € 0,70, € 1,70 

Stamp size:	 30mm x 40mm 

Stamps per sheet:	 20 

Printer:	 UAB Garsu Pasaulis (Lithuania) 

Process:	 Offset lithography 

Perforation:	 14		    

Quantities:	 46¢	 148,000 stamps (7,400 sheets) 

	 $1.10	 148,000 stamps (7,400 sheets) 

	 F.s. 1,40	 118,200 stamps (5,910 sheets) 

	 F.s. 1,90	 118,200 stamps (5,910 sheets) 

	 € 0,70	 129,500 stamps (6,475 sheets) 

	 € 1,70	 129,500 stamps (6,475 sheets)

Item No. 501.3977 Item No. 701.3978 Item No. 701.3979
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46¢  
Chuck Close (USA) 
Self-Portrait II (2010)

Chuck Close is an award winning visual artist noted 
for his highly inventive techniques used to paint 
the human face. He is best known for his large-
scale, photo-based portrait paintings. He is also an 
accomplished printmaker and photographer whose 
work has been the subject of more than 200 solo 
exhibitions in more than 20 countries, including 
major retrospective exhibitions at New York’s 
Museum of Modern Art, The Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, the Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina 
Sofia in Madrid and most recently at the State 

Hermitage Museum in St. Petersburg, Russia. He has also participated in nearly 
800 group exhibitions. 

Though a rare spinal artery collapse in 1988 left him paralysed, he has continued 
to paint using a brush-holding device strapped to his wrist and forearm. Mr. 
Close studied at the University of Washington School of Art (B.A., 1962) and at 
the Yale University School of Art and Architecture (B.F.A., 1963; M.F.A., 1964), 
receiving honorary degrees from both of his alma maters as well as 20 other 
institutions. Close is a member of the American Academy of Arts and Letters 
and has served on the board of many arts organizations. 

He was presented with the prestigious National Medal of Arts by President 
Clinton in 2000 and was appointed by President Obama to serve on The 
President’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities.

$1.10 
Josephine King (United Kingdom) 
Tears And Laughter, France 2009, 
Ink on handmade paper

“My work is based on personal experience. 

“My painting has progressed massively since I 
recovered from being severely ill and suicidal during 
a breakdown caused by my Bipolar illness. Since that 
experience my painting began to reach new depths 
that it never had before. I was newly compelled to 
express my darkest feelings and my work started to 
avalanche. Even if I had wanted to, I would not have 
been able to stop its flow.

“When I am painting I reach a state of mind where I’m in another world, a world 
of unknown territory. I am not conscious of where I am. I paint through pure 
feelings. Hours go by, and when I awaken I hardly know where I’ve been. But 
then I see the painting in front of me.

“I use text in my paintings because I love to write as well as paint. I can express 
myself in both creative forms at the same time. They belong together, enhancing 
my story.

“After my first exhibition, the Bipolar returned with a vengeance but it couldn’t 
stop my work. In my second exhibition, ‘I Told Him I Was An Artist. He Said 
“Can You Cook?”’ (Riflemaker 2012), I am concentrating on women’s issues and 
particularly what it can feel like to be a female artist in the 21st Century. The 
title was taken from personal experience. I think it sums up a lot of attitudes 
towards women in general.

“My voice is just one amongst millions but if there are people who identify with 
my work and are moved by it, then I feel I have succeeded. I tell a personal 
story, yet if I depict pain or suffering it is universal. I paint from the heart and 
with honesty”.

Josephine King is represented by Riflemaker London

F.s. 1,40 
Sargy Mann (United Kingdom) 
See the girl with the red dress on, 
Oil on canvas 60” x 44”

The British painter Sargy Mann was diagnosed 
with cataracts at 36, and went on to lose his sight 
completely. But in his mind’s eye his vision did not 
fade. Mann found new ways to keep working and 
today his paintings, collected by Daniel Day-Lewis 
among others, are more acclaimed than ever.

Even before he lost his sight, Sargy Mann was 
obsessed with ways of seeing. As a young painter 
he was tutored by singular realists – Frank Auerbach, 

Euan Uglow – who insisted that an individual artist must be exactly true to what 
he saw. For much of his working life Mann taught students at Camberwell School 
of Art all he knew about representing light and colour on canvas, with particular 

reference to Bonnard and Matisse, and he put all of that complex understanding 
into practice in his own, often gloriously sun-drenched landscapes and interiors. 

“I was saying to someone… how incredibly lucky I have been. I had about 25 
years’ apprenticeship for going blind. It was a bugger, but I kept working out 
how to paint over those 25 years, and my brain kept finding new ways to see the 
world...”	                        Text excerpts from Tim Adams, “The Observer”

F.s. 1,90 
China Disabled People’s Performing Art Troupe (China)

The China Disabled People’s Performing Art Troupe was 
founded in 1987 to provide people living with disabilities a 
platform to express themselves in a special art. The Troupe’s 
guiding principle is the pursuit of Truth, Honesty and Virtue 
which it emphasizes in all of its activities. 

The performers, with varying degrees of hearing, visual and physical disabilities, 
impart their glamour through dance and performances with spectacular sets and 
elegant, colourful costumes. The programme includes songs, Chinese classic 
dance, folk dance, ballet, Latin ballroom dance, modern dance, opera, jazz, 
instrumental music and poetry conveyed through sign language.

For over twenty years, the China Disabled People’s Performing Art Troupe 
has produced extraordinary performances such as “My Dream” allowing 
the organization to travel to more than 80 countries. The cast of talented 
performers have been referred to as “Messengers of Beauty and Humanity” 
by the international community and “Ambassadors for People with Disabilities”  
by the Disabled People’s World Assembly. They have also participated in the 
closing ceremonies of the Paralympic Games in Athens and the opening and 
closing ceremonies of the Paralympic Games in Beijing. The Troupe was also 
designated a “UNESCO Artist for Peace” by the United Nations.

The artists are true professionals who dramatically illustrate the creative spirit 
and potential that lies at the heart of every person, regardless of physical 
challenges imposed through disability.

€ 0,70 
Pete Eckert (USA) 
Electro Man

“I didn’t take photography seriously until I went totally 
blind. I was trained in sculpture and industrial design. 
I have always been a visual person and planned to 
study architecture at Yale, but then I started to lose 
my sight. A doctor coolly told me I had Retinitis 
Pigmentosa and left the room without further 
comment. I learned a person with RP gradually looses 
their sight until they go completely blind. There is 
currently no cure for RP.

“I was on my own to find a path. It took me two 
years to recover and figure out what to do. My first photography outing after a 
thousand questions at the camera store started it all. People liked the photos. 
I had found a medium. 

“I view my work during the event of taking the shot in my mind’s eye. I “see“ each 
shot very clearly, only I use sound, touch, and memory. I am more of a conceptual 
artist than a photographer. My influences come from my past memory of art and 
what I now find in the world at large. 

“I am trying to cut a new path as a blind visual artist. It is important to me that 
the sighted think about blindness. What I get out of taking photos is the event 
not the picture. I do the large prints to get sighted people thinking. Talking with 
people in galleries builds a bridge between my mind’s eye and their vision of 
my work. Occasionally people refuse to believe I am blind. I am a visual person. 
I just can’t see”.

€ 1.70 
Matt Sesow  (USA) 
Dive Bomb

Born in 1966, Matt Sesow was raised in rural Nebraska 
while enjoying a normal childhood. On a summer 
evening when he was eight at an airfield near his 
home, he was struck by the propeller of a landing 
airplane. The accident resulted in his left arm being 
severed and the loss of his left hand.  Through the 
support of his family, Matt’s physical disability was 
minimized as he was encouraged to participate in a 
variety of academic and organized sporting events. 
Eventually he attended and graduated University 
with a degree in Computer Information Systems and 

a professional career with IBM as a software tester.

Without formal art education, Matt Sesow discovered painting as a hobby while 
working at IBM. In the evenings and on weekends he played with painting and 
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SOUVENIR CARD

A souvenir card on the theme “Break Barriers – Open Doors” will be issued 
on 20 September 2013. The card depicts the new stamps and carries a 
statement by the Secretary-General. 

A quantity of 15,000 were printed. The souvenir card measures 203mm x 
152mm. The souvenir card is available in either mint or cancelled condition 
and will be available for a period of three months while supplies last.

FIRST DAY COVERS

“Experience shows that when persons with disabilities 
are empowered to participate and lead the process 
of development, the entire community opens up.  
Their involvement creates opportunities for everyone –  

with or without a disability.” 

BAN Ki-moon
Secretary-General of the United Nations

U N I T E D  N A T I O N S U N I T E D  N A T I O N S© U N  2013
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CHUCK 
CLOSE (USA)

CHUCK CLOSE IS A VISUAL ARTIST NOTED FOR HIS 
HIGHLY INVENTIVE TECHNIQUES USED TO PAINT  
THE HUMAN FACE, AND IS BEST KNOWN FOR 
HIS LARGE-SCALE, PHOTO-BASED PORTRAIT 
PAINTINGS. HE IS ALSO AN ACCOMPLISHED 
PRINTMAKER AND PHOTOGRAPHER WHOSE WORK 
HAS BEEN THE SUBJECT OF MORE THAN 200 SOLO 
EXHIBITIONS IN MORE THAN 20 COUNTRIES, 
INCLUDING MAJOR RETROSPECTIVE EXHIBITIONS 
AT NEW YORK’S MUSEUM OF MODERN ART, THE 
METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART, THE MUSEO 
NACIONAL CENTRO DE ARTE REINA SOFIA IN MADRID 
AND MOST RECENTLY AT THE STATE HERMITAGE 
MUSEUM IN ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA. HE HAS ALSO 
PARTICIPATED IN NEARLY 800 GROUP EXHIBITIONS. 
AN AWARD WINNING ARTIST, MR. CLOSE WAS 
PRESENTED WITH THE PRESTIGIOUS NATIONAL 
MEDAL OF ARTS BY PRESIDENT CLINTON IN 2000.  IN 
1988 MR. CLOSE WAS PARALYZED FOLLOWING A RARE 
SPINAL ARTERY COLLAPSE, HE CONTINUES TO PAINT 
USING A BRUSH-HOLDING DEVICE STRAPPED TO HIS 
WRIST AND FOREARM.  MR. CLOSE STUDIED AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON SCHOOL OF ART (B.A., 
1962) AND AT THE YALE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF 
ART AND ARCHITECTURE (B.F.A., 1963; M.F.A., 1964), 
RECEIVING HONORARY DEGREES FROM BOTH OF HIS 
ALMA MATERS AS WELL AS 20 OTHER INSTITUTIONS. 
CLOSE IS A MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF 
ARTS AND LETTERS, HAS SERVED ON THE BOARD OF 
MANY ARTS ORGANIZATIONS AND WAS APPOINTED 
BY PRESIDENT OBAMA TO SERVE ON THE PRESIDENT’S 
COMMITTEE ON THE ARTS AND THE HUMANITIES.

Chuck Close, 2012  
Photograph by Gianffranco 
Gorgoni, courtesy the artist and 
Pace Gallery
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Josephine 
King (UK)

MY WORK IS BASED ON PERSONAL EXPERIENCE.

MY WORK HAS PROGRESSED MASSIVELY SINCE 
I RECOVERED FROM BEING SEVERELY ILL AND 
SUICIDAL DURING A BREAKDOWN CAUSED BY  
MY BIPOLAR ILLNESS.  SINCE THAT EXPERIENCE MY 
PAINTING BEGAN TO REACH NEW DEPTHS THAT IT 
NEVER HAD BEFORE. I WAS NEWLY COMPELLED TO 
EXPRESS MY DARKEST FEELINGS AND MY WORK 
STARTED TO AVALANCHE. EVEN IF I HAD WANTED 
TO, I WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO STOP  
IT’S FLOW.

WHEN I AM PAINTING I REACH A STATE OF MIND 
WHERE I’M IN ANOTHER WORLD, A WORLD OF 
UNKNOWN TERRITORY.  I AM NOT CONSCIOUS OF 
WHERE I AM.  I PAINT THROUGH PURE FEELINGS. 
HOURS GO BY, AND WHEN I AWAKEN I HARDLY KNOW 
WHERE I’VE BEEN. BUT THEN I SEE THE PAINTING IN 
FRONT OF ME.

I USE TEXT IN MY PAINTINGS BECAUSE I LOVE 
TO WRITE AS WELL AS PAINT.  I CAN EXPRESS 
MYSELF IN BOTH CREATIVE FORMS AT THE SAME 
TIME. THEY BELONG TOGETHER, ENHANCING  
MY STORY.

AFTER MY FIRST EXHIBITION, THE BIPOLAR 
RETURNED WITH A VENGEANCE BUT IT COULDN’T 
STOP MY WORK. IN MY SECOND EXHIBITION,  
‘I TOLD HIM I WAS AN ARTIST. HE SAID “CAN YOU 
COOK?”’ (RIFLEMAKER 2012), I AM CONCENTRATING 
ON WOMEN’S ISSUES AND PARTICULARLY WHAT IT 
CAN FEEL LIKE TO BE A FEMALE ARTIST IN THE 21ST 
CENTURY.  THE TITLE WAS TAKEN FROM PERSONAL 
EXPERIENCE. I THINK IT SUMS UP A LOT OF ATTITUDES 
TOWARDS WOMEN IN GENERAL.

MY VOICE IS JUST ONE AMONGST MILLIONS BUT 
IF THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO IDENTIFY WITH MY 
WORK AND ARE MOVED BY IT, THEN I FEEL I HAVE 
SUCCEEDED.  I TELL A PERSONAL STORY, YET IF 
I DEPICT PAIN OR SUFFERING IT IS UNIVERSAL.  
I PAINT FROM THE HEART AND WITH HONESTY.

JOSEPHINE KING IS REPRESENTED BY RIFLEMAKER LONDON
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Sargy 
Mann (Royaume-Uni)

L E PEIN T RE B RI TA NNI Q UE S A RG Y M A NN A É T É 
AT T E I N T D ’ U N E C ATA R A C T E D I A G N O S T I Q U É E 
A LOR S QU’IL AVA I T 36 A NS E T, PEU À PEU, IL A 
PERDU COMPLÈTEMENT LA VUE. MAIS DANS SON 
ESPRIT, SA VUE NE S’EST PAS AFFAIBLIE. MANN A 
TROUVÉ DE NOUVELLES FAÇONS DE CONTINUER À  
T R A V A I L L E R  E T  A U J O U R D ’ H U I  S E S  Œ U V R E S , 
CO L L EC T I O N N É E S E N T R E AU T R E S PA R DA N I E L  
DAY-LEWIS, SONT PLUS APPRÉCIÉES QUE JAMAIS.

AVA N T M Ê M E Q U’I L N E P E R D E L A V U E, S A RG Y 
M A N N É TA I T  O B S É D É PA R  L E S  D I F F É R E N T E S 
M A NIÈRE S DE VOIR. JEUNE PEINTRE, IL A SUI V I 
LES CONSEILS DE PEINTRES RÉ ALISTES — FR ANK 
AUERBACH, EUAN UGLOW — QUI SOUTENAIENT 
QUE L’ARTISTE DEVAIT ÊTRE STRICTEMENT FIDÈLE 
À C E Q U ’ I L  V O YA I T. P E N D A N T U N E G R A N D E 
PA RT IE DE S A V IE PRO F E SSI ONNEL L E, M A NN A 
ENSEI GNÉ À L A C A MB ERW EL L S C H O O L O F A R T 
TOUT SA CONNAISSANCE DE L A REPRÉSENTATION 
D E  L A  L U M I È R E  E T  D E  L A  C O U L E U R  S U R  L A 
TOIL E, FA IS A N T RÉFÉRENCE EN PA RT ICUL IER À 
BONNARD E T À MATISSE. IL A MIS TOUT CE T TE 
COMPRÉHENSION COMPLE XE EN PR ATIQUE DANS 
SES PROPRES PAYSAGES ET INTÉRIEURS, SOUVENT 
ADMIRABLEMENT BAIGNÉS DE SOLEIL.

«  J E  F A I S A I S  P A R T  À  Q U E L Q U ’ U N . . .  D E  L A 
CHANCE INCROYABLE QUE J’AVAIS EUE. J’AI FAIT 
L’APPRENTISSAGE DE L A CÉCITÉ PENDANT 25 ANS 
ENVIRON. QUELLE ÉPREUVE ! MAIS J’AI CONTINUÉ  
À T R AVA IL L ER , À RÉFL ÉCHIR À L A M A NIÈRE DE 
PEINDRE PENDA NT CE S 25 A NS, E T MON E SPRIT  
A  T R O U V É  D E  N O U V E L L E S  F A Ç O N S  D E  V O I R  
LE MONDE... » 
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China 
Disabled 
People’s 
Performing  
Art Troupe 
(Chine) 

L A CHINA DISABLED PEOPLE’S PERFORMING ART 
TROUPE A ÉTÉ FONDÉE EN 1987 AFIN D’OFFRIR AUX 
PERSONNES HANDICAPÉES UNE PLATE-FORME LEUR 
PERMETTANT DE S’EXPRIMER DANS UNE DISCIPLINE 
ARTISTIQUE PARTICULIÈRE. L A TROUPE A POUR 
PRINCIPE DIRECTEUR LA RECHERCHE DE LA VÉRITÉ, 
DE L’HONNÊTETÉ ET DE LA VERTU, QU’ELLE MET EN 
VALEUR DANS TOUTES SES ACTIVITÉS.

L E S IN T ERPRÈ T E S, TO UCHÉ S À DI V ER S DEGRÉ S 
PA R D E S P R O B L È M E S A U D I T I F S , V I S U E L S O U 
PH Y SI Q UE S , FA S C INEN T L E P UB L I C PA R L EUR S 
DANSES ET LEURS NUMÉROS EXÉCUTÉS DANS DES 
DÉCORS SPECTACULAIRES ET DANS DES COSTUMES 
ÉLÉGANTS AUX COULEURS VIVES. LE PROGRAMME 
COMPREND DES CHANSONS, DE LA DANSE CLASSIQUE 
CHINOISE, DES DANSES FOLKLORIQUES, DU BALLET, 
DES DANSES DE SALON L ATINO-AMÉRICAINES, DE 
LA DANSE MODERNE, DE L’OPÉRA, DU JAZZ, DE LA 
MUSIQUE INSTRUMENTALE E T DE L A POÉ SIE EN 
LANGAGE DES SIGNES.

DEPUIS PLUS DE VINGT ANS, L A CHINA DISABLED 
PEOPLE’S PERFORMING ART TROUPE DONNE DES 
SPECTACLES ÉBLOUISSANTS TELS QUE « MY DREAM » 
(MON RÊVE), CE QUI LUI A PERMIS DE SE RENDRE 
DANS PLUS DE 80 PAYS. CES ARTISTES TALENTUEUX 
ONT ÉTÉ QUALIFIÉS DE « MESSAGERS DE LA BEAUTÉ 
E T  D E  L’ H U M A N I T É  » PA R  L A  C O M M U N A U T É 
I N T E R N AT I O N A L E E T D’« A M B A S S A D EU R S D E S 
PER S ONNE S H A NDIC A PÉE S » PA R L’A SSE MBL ÉE 
MONDIALE DE L’ORG ANISATION MONDIALE DE S 
PERSONNES HANDICAPÉES. ILS ONT ÉGALEMENT 
P A R T I C I P É  À  L A  C É R É M O N I E  D E  C L Ô T U R E 
DE S JEUX PA R A LYMPI Q UE S D’AT HÈNE S E T AUX 
CÉRÉMONIES D’OUVERTURE ET DE CLÔTURE DES 
JEUX PAR ALYMPIQUES DE BEIJING. L A TROUPE A 
ÉGALEMENT ÉTÉ NOMMÉE « ARTISTES DE L’UNESCO 
POUR LA PAIX ».

LES ARTISTES SONT DE VR AIS PROFESSIONNEL S 
Q U I  I L L U S T R E N T  D E  FA Ç O N  S P E C TA C U L A I R E 
L’ESPRIT CRÉATIF ET LE POTENTIEL QUI SE TROUVE 
AU PLUS PRO FOND DE CH AQ UE Ê T RE HUM A IN, 
INDÉPENDAMMENT DES PROBLÈMES PHYSIQUES 
INFLIGÉS PAR LE HANDICAP.
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PETE 
ECKERT 
(USA) 

ICH HABE DIE FOTOGRAFIE NIE ERNST GENOMMEN, 
BEVOR ICH VOLLKOMMEN ERBLINDET WAR. MEINE 
AU S B I L D U N G H A B E I C H I N B I L D H AU E R E I U N D 
INDUSTRIEDESIGN ERHALTEN. ICH WAR SCHON 
IMMER EIN V ISUEL L GEPR ÄG T ER MENS CH UND 
WOLLTE IN YALE ARCHITEKTUR STUDIEREN. ABER 
DANN BEGANN ICH MEIN AUGENLICHT ZU VERLIEREN. 
EIN ARZT VERKÜNDETE MIR GANZ KÜHL, ICH HÄTTE 
RENITIS PIGMENTOSA, UND VERLIESS DEN R AUM 
OHNE JEDEN WEITEREN KOMMENTAR. ICH ERFUHR, 
DA S S EI N MENS C H MI T R P A L L M Ä H L I C H SEI NE 
SEH K R A F T V ER L I ER T, B E VO R ER S C H L I E S SL I C H 
VÖ L L I G E R B L I N D E T. ZU R ZE I T B E S T E H T K E I N E 
MÖGLICHKEIT, RP ZU HEILEN.

ICH MUSSTE ALSO GANZ ALLEIN EINEN WEG FINDEN.  
ZWEI JAHRE HABE ICH GEBR AUCHT, UM MICH ZU 
FANGEN UND MIR VORZUSTELLEN, WA S ICH TUN 
KÖNNTE. ALLES BEGANN DANN MIT MEINEM ERSTEN 
FOTOAUSFLUG – NACH TAUSEND FRAGEN IN EINEM 
K A ME R AG E S C H Ä F T. D E N ME NS C H E N G E F I E L E N 
DIE FOTOS. ICH HAT TE EIN MEDIUM GEFUNDEN.  
WÄHREND ICH FOTOGR AFIERE, SEHE ICH MEINE 
ARBEIT VOR MEINEM GEISTIGEN AUGE. ICH „SEHE“ 
JEDE AUFNAHME SEHR DEUTLICH, NUR VERWENDE 
I C H  K L A N G , B E R Ü H R U N G  U N D  G E D Ä C H T N I S .  
E IGEN T L ICH BIN ICH MEHR KONZEP T KÜNS T L ER 
ALS FOTOGRAF. MEINE INSPIRATIONEN KOMMEN 
AUS MEINER ERINNERUNG A N KUNS T UND AUS 
DEM, WAS ICH JETZT IN DER WELT VORFINDE. ICH 
V E R S U C H E  E I N E N  N E U E N  W E G  A L S  B L I N D E R 
BILDENDER KÜNSTLER ZU FINDEN. FÜR MICH IST 
ES WICHTIG, DASS DIE SEHENDEN ÜBER BLINDHEIT 
N ACHDENKEN. BEIM FOTO GR A FIEREN IST FÜR 
MICH DER VORGANG DES AUFNEHMENS WICHTIG, 
NICHT DA S ERGEBNIS, DA S BILD. ICH MACHE DIE 
GROSSEN ABZÜGE, UM SEHENDE MENSCHEN ZUM 
N A C H D E N K E N  Z U  B R I N G E N . G E S P R Ä C H E  I N 
GALERIEN BAUEN EINE BRÜCKE ZWISCHEN MEINEM 
GEISTIGEN BILD UND DEM BLICK DER MENSCHEN AUF 
MEINE ARBEIT. MANCHMAL WOLLEN MENSCHEN 
EINFACH NICHT GL AUBEN, DA SS ICH BLIND BIN.  
ICH BIN EIN VISUELLER MENSCH. ICH K ANN NUR  
NICHT SEHEN.
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V E R E I N T E  N A T I O N E N V E R E I N T E  N A T I O N E NMatt 
sesow(USA)

MAT T SESOW (*1966) WUCHS 
I M L Ä N D L I C H E N N E B R A S K A 
A U F  U N D  E R L E B T E  E I N E 
N O R M A L E  K I N D H E I T.  A N 
EINEM SOMMERABEND BEFAND 
SICH DER ACHTJÄ HRIGE AUF 
E I N E M  F L U G P L AT Z  I N  D E R 
N Ä H E S E I N E S H A U S E S , A L S 
E R V O M P R O P E L L E R E I N E R 
L A N D E N D E N  M A S C H I N E 

GETROFFEN WURDE. BEI DEM UNFALL WURDE SEIN 
LINKER ARM ABGE TRENNT, ABER ER VERLOR SEINE 
LINKE HAND. DIE UNTERSTÜTZUNG SEINER FAMILIE, 
DIE ERMUTIGUNG, AN SPORTVERANSTALTUNGEN VON 
UNIVERSITÄTEN UND VEREINEN TEILZUNEHMEN, HALF 
IHM, DIE AUS W IRKUNGEN SEINER KÖRPERL ICHEN 
BEHINDERUNG GERING ZU HALTEN. SCHLIESSLICH 
K O N N T E E R S T U D I E R E N U N D S E I N S T U D I U M I N 
INFORMATIK ABSCHLIESSEN UND SEINE BERUFLICHE 
LAUFBAHN BEI IBM ALS SOFTWARE-TESTER BEGINNEN.

WÄHREND ER BEI IBM ARBEITETE, ENTDECKTE MAT T 
S E S O W, D E R  K E I N E  F O R M A L E  K Ü N S T L E R I S C H E 
AUSB IL D UNG H AT, DIE M A L EREI A L S H O B BY. A N 
ABENDEN UND WOCHENENDEN MALTE ER ZUM SPASS 
UND BEG A NN 1995, SEINE A RBEITEN A N S A MMLER 
VON AUTODIDAKTEN UND AUSSENSEITERKÜNSTLERN 
Z U V E R K A U F E N . I N  D E N 9 0 E R J A H R E N M A LT E 
S E S O W  U N D N A H M A N K U N S TA U S S T E L L U N G E N 
TEIL, WÄHREND ER WEITERHIN BEI VERSCHIEDENEN 
C O M P U T E R F I R M E N , U N T E R A N D E R E M A O L U N D 
NETSCAPE, VOLLZEITBESCHÄFTIGT WAR. ALS ER 1999 
VON EINEM KURZEN EINSATZ BEIM FRIEDENSKORPS 
ZURÜCKKEHRTE, BEGANN ER SICH AUF SEINE LIEBE 
ZUR MALEREI ZU KONZENTRIEREN UND NACH EINEM 
WEG ZU SUCHEN, SICH GANZ SEINER KUNST WIDMEN 
ZU KÖNNEN.

N A C H D E M E R S I C H I N D E R K U N S TG E M E I N D E A L S 
E X T R E M F L E X I B L ER U N D U N A B H Ä N GI GER M A L ER 
ETABLIERT HATTE, BEENDETE ER 2001 SEINE LAUFBAHN 
AL S COMPUTERFACHM ANN UND VER SCHRIEB SICH 
G A NZ SE I N E R KU NS T. DA E R SI C H J E T Z T VÖ L L I G 
AUF DIE MALEREI KONZENTRIEREN KONNTE, NAHM 
E R A N AUS S T E L LU N G E N T E I L U N D R E IS T E D U RC H 
D I E  V E R E I N I G T E N  S TA AT E N . E S  G E L A N G  I H M , 
AUCH INTERNATIONAL NEUE SAMMLER ZU FINDEN, 
DA RUN T ER BEDEU T ENDE KUNS T S A MMLUNGEN IN 
SPANIEN, FRANKREICH UND SLOWENIEN.

GEGENWÄRTIG ARBEITE T SE SOW IN WA SHINGTON, 
WO ER WEITERHIN AL S UNABHÄNGIGER KÜNSTLER 
ARBEITET. ER LEBT VOM DIREKTEN VERKAUF SEINER 
WERKE AN SAMMLER, DIE SEIN STUDIO BESUCHEN, UND 
ÜBER SEINE WEBSEITE WWW.SESOW.COM.
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U N I T E D  N A T I O N S U N I T E D  N A T I O N S

CHUCK 
CLOSE (USA)

CHUCK CLOSE IS A VISUAL ARTIST NOTED FOR HIS 
HIGHLY INVENTIVE TECHNIQUES USED TO PAINT  
THE HUMAN FACE, AND IS BEST KNOWN FOR 
HIS LARGE-SCALE, PHOTO-BASED PORTRAIT 
PAINTINGS. HE IS ALSO AN ACCOMPLISHED 
PRINTMAKER AND PHOTOGRAPHER WHOSE WORK 
HAS BEEN THE SUBJECT OF MORE THAN 200 SOLO 
EXHIBITIONS IN MORE THAN 20 COUNTRIES, 
INCLUDING MAJOR RETROSPECTIVE EXHIBITIONS 
AT NEW YORK’S MUSEUM OF MODERN ART, THE 
METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART, THE MUSEO 
NACIONAL CENTRO DE ARTE REINA SOFIA IN MADRID 
AND MOST RECENTLY AT THE STATE HERMITAGE 
MUSEUM IN ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA. HE HAS ALSO 
PARTICIPATED IN NEARLY 800 GROUP EXHIBITIONS. 
AN AWARD WINNING ARTIST, MR. CLOSE WAS 
PRESENTED WITH THE PRESTIGIOUS NATIONAL 
MEDAL OF ARTS BY PRESIDENT CLINTON IN 2000.  IN 
1988 MR. CLOSE WAS PARALYZED FOLLOWING A RARE 
SPINAL ARTERY COLLAPSE, HE CONTINUES TO PAINT 
USING A BRUSH-HOLDING DEVICE STRAPPED TO HIS 
WRIST AND FOREARM.  MR. CLOSE STUDIED AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON SCHOOL OF ART (B.A., 
1962) AND AT THE YALE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF 
ART AND ARCHITECTURE (B.F.A., 1963; M.F.A., 1964), 
RECEIVING HONORARY DEGREES FROM BOTH OF HIS 
ALMA MATERS AS WELL AS 20 OTHER INSTITUTIONS. 
CLOSE IS A MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF 
ARTS AND LETTERS, HAS SERVED ON THE BOARD OF 
MANY ARTS ORGANIZATIONS AND WAS APPOINTED 
BY PRESIDENT OBAMA TO SERVE ON THE PRESIDENT’S 
COMMITTEE ON THE ARTS AND THE HUMANITIES.

Chuck Close, 2012  
Photograph by Gianffranco 
Gorgoni, courtesy the artist and 
Pace Gallery
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began selling his work to Self-Taught and Outsider art collectors in 1995.  Throughout 
the 1990’s he continued to paint and participate in art exhibitions while working full-
time at a variety of computer firms including AOL and Netscape.  Returning from a 
stint with the Peace Corps in 1999, Matt began to focus on his love of painting and 
developing a path to create art full-time.

In 2001, after establishing himself within the art community as a powerfully diverse 
and independent painter, Matt Sesow retired from his computer career to pursue his 
art full-time.  With the ability to focus entirely on his painting, Sesow exhibited and 
traveled across the United States while also securing new collectors internationally 
including significant exhibitions in Spain, France, and Slovenia.

Currently living and painting in Washington, DC, Matt continues to be an independent 
artist who makes a living by selling his work directly to fans visiting his studio and from 
his webpage sesow.com.

Item No. 420.3980


